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THE AGAPE DINNER  
 

We came into a transformed Blue Room in Nazareth Hall 

to dine with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. With china and 

crystal adorning our tables we were His special and beloved 

guests for a traditional Minnesota VdC Agape Dinner feast.  

We enjoyed mandarin salad, chicken breast with a mustard 

cream sauce, roasted potatoes, green beans and cheesecake or 

fudge cake for 

dessert.   

Bryon Dockter 

provided beauti-

ful, relaxing pi-

ano music as a 

backdrop to din-

ner conversation 

as we continued 

to share at our tables. A special part of the evening was the 

serenade by the Minnesota VdC community led by Mike 

Swecker with Paul and Betsy Hansen. 

Amid laughter Babe, the Blue Ox was unveiled as our own 

Diane Purcell, and winners of the drawing were Cindy Per-

kins and Sherry Behning.  The NLS banner was officially 

passed from the Host Committee of Minnesota to Larry and 

Lois Witham of Western North Carolina VdC, who will be 

hosting us next summer.  George Kahl was remembered with 

a card signed by the community, given to his daughter Ruth 

to take back to her mother, Rachel.  The dinner ended with 

more laughter as Bob Northrup told his duck jokeéone last 

time. 

Saturday Evening Worship and  

Installation of Officers 
 

Our final evening worship service began with gathering 

music by Byron and Jill Norell.  Pastor Nate Lundgren opened 

the worship in the name of our Triune God.  We then installed 

the 2011 NLS board members: 
 

President:  Tracy Schmidlin 

VP/Administration: Carolyn Hawkins 

VP/Outreach: Steve Gilda 

Secretary:  Katie Sistar 

Treasurer:  Steve Barnett 

Spiritual Director: Pastor Doug Givan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Autobiography of a Church Pew, narrated by Pastor 

Jerry Lanes and accompanied by music from the southern 

Minnesota musicians, walked us through the life of a family 

growing up in the church, through the eyes of their church 

pew.  It observed many years of courtship, marriage, welcom-

ing children in holy baptism, and coming to the Lordôs Ta-

bleé walking through their journey of faith, death and new 

life, grief and joy. 

As we shared this familyôs 

story ï laughing, singing, pray-

ing, grieving, and crying ï each 

of us was affected in ways un-

expected.  Maybe it was re-

membering people and events 

experienced while growing in 

the faith, or the lessons taught 

by parents and others in our 

lives, or perhaps reflecting on 

where we have strayed and returned to our God - or just look-

ing to the future. 
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NLSAM BUSINESS MEETINGS:  
 

The third business meeting was opened with the beautiful 

singing of ñCome Holy Spiritò. 

Pres. Tracy Schmidlin announced 

that Jim Ryan has stepped up to be 

the new Database Coordinator.  He 

will work with Lucy Hightower to 

make this transition in the upcoming 

months. 

Elections were held with the follow-

ing results: Pastor Paul Givan will 

continue to serve as the Spiritual Di-

rector, our Treasurer will be Steve 

Barnett and Carolyn Hawkins was elected to be the new VP of 

Administration.  (All elected board members serve for a two 

year term.)  A motion was made, seconded and passed to ac-

cept and destroy the ballots.  A motion was made, seconded 

and passed to accept uncontested positions by acclimation. 

The only offering will be done at the Saturday night service 

and it is designated for the outreach.  The outreach money can 

be used for such things as scholarships for NLS attendees if 

the Secretariat is unable to pay their registration as well as for 

secretariat development. 

The NLSAM participants learned that all of the weekends 

in Minnesota are held in churches.  Supplies for the weekend 

are stored in trailers and attendees had the opportunity to view 

one of the two trailers outside of Riley Hall. Look for an arti-

cle about the trailers in this newsletter. 

Announcements included: 

Å Installation of Officers will be done at the Evening 

Worship service in Riley Hall. 

Å Turn in your keys tonight if you are leaving before 7:00 

a.m. tomorrow.  You can turn these into the front desk 

before you leave. 

Å The Committee Reports will be read at Business Meet-

ing #4. 

Å Region to Region meetings will be held today at 1:15 

today and will be 1 hour. 

 

During the fourth business meeting, committees shared their 

reports from yesterday.  Ed Broestl stated that his committee 

met twice to further discuss methods to fund the national co-

ordinator position. The group is asking each Secretariat to 

identify a point of contact to help move forward with the fol-

lowing three step plan: 

Å Information will be sent to the Secretariat for distribu-

tion to members 

Å An Endowment Planning group will be established by 

the end of September with the goal of having guidelines 

developed by the end of the year 

Å Methods to fund endowment will be determined 

 Plans are to be ready to kick off the endowment which will 

be a continually funded endowment, by first of the year.  Ed 

stated that for more information or if you know others who 

have information to share, to please contact him.  Tracy asked 

for people to share names of grant writers with Ed. 

Pres. Schmidlin stated that next year will be our thirtieth 

year since inception as NLS and twenty-fifth year as Via de 

Cristo.  She then challenged everyone, in this anniversary 

year, to answer these questions: 

Å Who started your secretariat and who did you help 

start? 

Å Who are the individuals who were instrumental in the 

birth of your movement? 

Å Why did you start a VdC movement? 

Å What does it mean to be Lutheran? 

Å How can we be Lutheran and ecumenical at the same 

time? 

Å Find your original Spiritual Director and Lay Director 

and ask what excited them. 

Steve Gielda reminded participants to return their ñwellness 

check listò to him.  Pres. Schmidlin encouraged all to com-

plete and return their evaluations either today or before they 

leave for home. 

In finishing up business, Tracy took time to honor Bob 

Northrup as the outgoing treasurer.  Bob has served our com-

munity faithfully for a number of years and moves on now to 

a new passion in working for ñHabitat for Humanity.ò 

SATURDAY COFFEEHOUSE - SOUL PURPOSE 

 

Hawaiian shirts, khakis, baritone, bass and melody, that 

was the Barber Shop Quartet Coffeehouse.  With root beer 

floats, straws and spoons, fun was enjoyed by all.  ñLet Me 

Call You Sweetheart, Iôm In Love With Youò was sung to 

each of us.  The great gift of being with a Barber Shop quar-

tet is that you can go anywhere in the country and know the 

same songs and can participate.  Our former treasurer, Bob 

Northrup, sat in with the Soul Purpose quartet for a few 

songs.  Bob, you resigned from the treasurer position, but 

you didnôt tell us you were going on tour!  The guys even 

offered Bob a shirt!  What size do you wear? 

Looking forward to next summer and our time in Char-

lotte, the group sang ñNothing Could Be Finer Than to Be in 

Carolina in the Morning.ò  The guys also honored Diane Pur-

cell with a special serenade.  Many goodbyes were said, with 

last minute hugs and 

promises to ñSee you 

next year!ò 

The coffeehouse was 

a nightly time of un-

winding and entertain-

ment.  Thanks to all 

who gave of their time 

and talents. 


